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ABSTRACT

Two field experiments were carried out at the Demonstra-
tion fields of Kafer Saad, Domietta Governorate in 1989 and
1990 seasons to investigate the effect of seeding rates
(30,40,50,60 and 70 kg/fed.) and some weed control treat-

ments (un-weeded hand-weeded. +thiocbenzyl bentazon and
thiobenzyl + bentazon) on weed density in broadcast seeded
rice. Dominant weeds were : Echinochloa Crus galli . (L)

Link and Cyperus difformis., L. . whereas Echinochloa colonum
L. was also present in small numbers and not repeatable in
all replications as well as at different growth stages.
Increasing seeding rates significantly reduced number and,
fresh and dry weights of weeds. Increasing seeding rate from
30 to 70 kg/fed. caused a significant reductions in number
of total weeds by 85 and 15% in the first season and by. 57
and 41% in second season, at 90 and 120 days from sowing
respectively. Echinochloa crus galli was controlled
significantly by thiobenzyl (2.0 1/fed). however bentazon
(1.5 1/fed.) was not effective in controlling this weed at
different growth stages, 1i.e.. 30,60.90 and 120 days from
sowing in the both seasons Whereas. C difformis and E
colonum were controlled significantly by both herbicides
Moreover, hand-weeding three times after 30 60 and 90 days
from sowing, as well as thiobenzyl were the best treatments
whereas bentazon gave poor control of weeds compared with
the two previous treatments

INTRODUCTIOR

Weeds compete with rice plants for light nautrients
space and water they also adversely affect the microclimate
around the plant., and harbour diseases and pests Hassan and
Mahrous (1989) concluded +that the most prevalent weeds
occurring in rice fields are E crus galli <L  Link

(barnyard grass) E colonum L (Jungle rice: €
difformis L (small-flower umbrella plant Ammania spp

(red stem) and Eclipta alba (L ‘' hassk (tago weed)
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In Egypt. it is expected that in the coming years, hand-
transplanting of rice will be increasingly replaced by
direct-seed broadcast method, drilling of mechanical trans-
planting. For 1instance, the direct seeded rice area was
negligible in the past, but gradually increased and reached
more than 20% of the total rice area in 1989 (Badawi et al..
1991) and consequently weed control c problems were
increased.

Thus, high {importance will be given to chemical weed
control to totally replace the promotive hand-weeding which
is a common current method of controlling rice weeds in
Egypt (Aly, 1984; Aly et al., 1984; Aly and Shaalan, 1984;
Hohamed, 1985; Shrief et al., 1987; hasszan and Mahrous, 1989
and Glelah et al., 1991). However, hand-weeding method has
become undesirable bscause of the high labour requirements
for hand~weeding, high wages, particularly during peak peri-
ods of farming operations, and unfavorable weather condi-
tions at weeding time. In addition, increasing seeding rate
Per unit area may affect weeds growth. The closer rice is
prlanted the more competitive rice plants are against weeds
(Kim and Moody, 1980; Moody and De Datta, 1980, and 1982;
Hassan et al., 1990). But the increase in cost due to
increased seeding rates should be compared with that of
lower seed rates combined with other weed control practices,
including the use of selective herbicides to assess profita-
bility. The present investigation aimed to study the effect
of seeding rates and weed control treatments on associated
weeds of rice plants.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Two field experiments were conducted at +the Demonstra-
tion fields of kafer Saad, Domietta Governorate in 1989 and
1990 seasons. The soil in which the experiments were under-
caken is clay loamy textured with PH value of 7.65 and its
organic matter content was 2.05%. Each experiment included
25 treatments which were the combination of five seeding
rates and five weed control treatments The treatments of
this experiment were as follows:

A. Seeding rates:
a- 30 kg/fed. b- 40 kg/fed. c- 50 kg/fed d- 60 kg/fed
e~ 70 kg/fed.
B. Weed control treatments:
1~ Un-weeded (contral)
2- Hand-weedings after 30,60 and 90 days from sowing
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3- Bentazon (Basagran 50% 3-isopropyl-1H-2 1 3 ben-
zothiadiazin 4) 3H-one 2 2 dioxide at 1 5 1 (com-
mercial) per feddan applied after 14 days from sow-

ing.
4- Thiobenzyl (Saturn 50% EC) S- (4-Chlorobenzyl) N,6N-
diethyl-thiolcarbamate at 2 0 1 (commercial) per

feddan, 7 days after sowing

5~ Thiobenzyl (Saturn 50% EC)at 2 0 1 7 days after
sowing followed with bentazon (Basagran S50% EC) at
1.5 1./feddan after 14 days from sowing Herbicides
were sprayed with a knapsac sprayer with a spray vol-
ume of 400 lit/feddan

The experimental design was randomized complete block
with four replications The area of experimental plot was
3x3.5 m (1/400 fed ) Rice grains variety Giza 172 were sown
(broadcasted)on June 4th and May 31th 1n the first and
second seasons, respectively The preceding winter crop was
clover. Plots were fertilized at rates of 16 kg P:0s and 60
kg N/fed. Phosphorus was applied at sowing date in the form
of calcium superphosphate (16% P:0:). while N was applied at
30 days from sowing date in the form of ammonium sulfate
(20.5% N) The normal cultural treatments of growing rice
were practiced. Weeds were handpulled at random from one
sequare meter of each plot after 30.60,90 days as well as at
harvesting time (120 days after sowing) Weeds were identi-
fied and the number, fresh and dry weights of each weed
species and total weeds were estimated All data were stat-
istically analysed according to procedyrs outlined by
Sendecor and Cochran (1967) L S.D test was used to compare
the treatment means (Steel and Torrie 1980)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

It is clear that the most dominant weeds were. small
flower umbrellaplant (Cyperus difformis L ' and barnyard-
grass (Echinochloa <c¢rus gqalli (L ) Link Jungle rice
(Echinochloa colonum (L ) Link was also presented but the
number of these latter weed however was and not repentable
in all replications.

1 Effect of seeding rates on density of rice weeds:
1.1. Number of weeds/m?:

Data present in Table (1: indicate clearly that seeding
rates had no significant effect on number of weeds/m: at
early growth stages of rice plants namel!y 30 and 60 days
from sowing On the other hand number of weeds/m at 90 and
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120 days from sowing were significantly decreased as rice
seeding rates were increased These results were true in the
two successive seasons. Increasing seeding rates from 30 to
70 kg/fed. decreased the total number of weeds/m? by 85 and
15% in the first season, and by 57 and 41% in the second at
90 and 120 days from sowing. respectively.

The depressing effect of denae planting on number of
weeds/m2 was more pronounced with C. difformis at 90 days
from sowing and E. crus-galli at 120 days from sowing of
rice plants These results are expected since increasing
rate was strongly inhibited the growth of weeds by rice
plant competition. These results were agreed with those
obtained by Kim and Moody (1980), Hassan et al. (1987) and
Hassan et al. (1990).

1.2. Fresh and dry weights of weeds/m?:

Data presented in Tables (2 and 3) indicate clearly that
seeding rate showed seasonal variation effect on fresh and
dry weights of weeds/m2 at different growth stages of rics
plants. In the first season, seeding rate had a significant
effect at 5% level of significance on fresh weight of
weeds/m? at 60 days from sowing rice plants only. Fresh and
dry weights of E. crus-galli as well as total weeds/m?
significantly decreased with increasing seeding rate. On the
other hand, c. difformis and E. colonum were not
significantly affected by increasing seeding rate. Whereas,
in the second season, seeding rate showed significant effect
on fresh and dry wights of weeds, namely, E c¢rus galli C.
difformis and E. colonum as well as fresh weight of total
weeds/m2 at latter stages of growth (90 and 120 days from
sowing). Increasing seeding rate from 30 to 70 kg/fed. Sig-
nificantly decreased fresh weight of E. crus-galli, C.
difformis as well as total weeds/m2 by 69,62 and 62% at 90
days from sowing and by 72, 52 and 65% at harvesting stage
of rice plants, (120 days from sowing), respectively.

It could be concluded that weights of weeds decreased as
the seeding rate was increased from 30 to 70 kg/fed. This
reduction was more clearly with E. crus- galli than C.
difformis in the latter stage of rice growth

Generally, it was evident that rice density affect the
competitive equilibrium between weeds and crop Therefore,
the increased competition produced by the having seeding of
rice had a suppressive effect on growth of their associated
weeds Similar results were obtained by Kim and Moody
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(1980), Moody and De Datta (1980), Moody and D¢ Datta
(1982), Hassan et al. (1987), Hassan and Mahrous (1989) and
Hassan et al.(19%99).

2. Effect of wesd control on density of rice weeds:
2.1. Number of weeds/m?:

Data presented in Table (4) indicate that number of
weeds was decreased at different growth stages by experimen-
tal treatments of weed control in the two successive sea-
scns,

Echinochloa crus -galli was controlled significantly by
thiocbenzyl however, bentazon was not effective in control-
ling this significantly at 60,90 and 120 days from sowing in
the first season and at 120 days in the second season.
Whereas, C. difformis and E. colonum were controlled
significantly by both herbicides, i.e., thiobenzyl and ben-
tazon at different growth stages. Hand-weeding three times
(after 30, 60 and 90 days from sowing rice) also gave a very
good result in controlling weeds in general and E. crus-
galli in particular. It could be concluded that hand-weeding
as well as thiobenzy! were the best treatment for the con-
trol of rice weeds at different growth stages. On the other
hand, bentazon gave poor control of weeds compared with the
two previous treatments. Similar results were obtained by
Mahapatra et al. (1989).

2.2. Fresh and dry weights of weeds/m? :

The effect of control +treatments on fresh and dry
weights of individual weed as well as total weights of
weeds/m? was similar (Tables 5 and 6).

It is noticed that most of the herbicidal treatments as
well as hand-weeding treatment, were highly effective in
decreasing the total weights of weeds/m? at different growth
stages in the two successive seascns.

In 1989 season, the most effective treatments in con-
trolling weeds at 120 days from sowing could be arranged in
the following order: hand-weeding, bentazon + thiabenzyl and
single application of thiobenzyl. The reduction in fresh and
dry weights of weeds attributed to previocus treatments were
104,100 and 99.7%, as compared with the unweeded treatment,
respectively. On the other hand, application of bentazon as
single was not effective for controlling weeds in rice
fields.

Effect of weed control on number of weeds/m?

at different erowth stacee af simaiaiooa. o

Table 4 ;
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In 1990 season, the results of tge weights of total
weeds/m? showed that the most effective treatments at later
stage of growth could be arranged in a descending order:
hand-weeding, thiobenzyl bentazon + thiobenzyl and bentazon,
whers the reduction in fresh weight of weeds wers 100,100,
98.3 and 49%, respectively compared with the unweeded (con-~
trol) treatment.

Single application of thiobenzyl (2.1/fed.) or with ben-
tazon (1.5 1./fed.) were superior in controlling E. crus-
7aili, C. difformia and E. colonum. On the other hand, the
Poorest treatment in controlling weeds in general and E.
crus-galli in particular was bentazon (1.5 1./fed.) &s'a
single application. Hand-weeding (three times) was approxi-
mately similar %o thiobenzyl or application of bentazon +
thiobenzyl in controlling rice weeds, namely, E. crus-
galli, C. difformis and E. colonum at different growth
stages in the two successive seasons.

3. Effect of the interaction:

The effect of interactions between seeding rates and
weed control treatments on weeds density (number, fresh and
dry weights/m? in rice plants at different growth stages of
rice plant (after 30.60, 90, and 120 days from sowing ) were
not significant. Such result indicates that each experimen-—
tal factor acted separately in affecting the number, fresh
weight and dry weights of weeds/m?.
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